
A Three-Hour prayer guide 

“Witness to the World” 
Seeking God’s guidance on the 

Mission of our church 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses…” — Acts 1:8 
 

 

 

 

 

 



8:00-8:05 / 6:00-6:05 – Welcome together and instructions  

 

Welcome! 
Thank you for joining me in this sacred time of prayer this evening by making this a priority in 

your schedule and joining your fellow LifeSpringers in prayer.  Prayer is the lifeblood of our 

church.  We have no hope of being about our calling and mission if we do not call out to God.  

This time of prayer is in a way fasting your time by choosing to spend these few hours with God 

instead of accomplishing and doing a hundred other things.  I believe this fast of your time will 

be much more productive then all those other things you could be doing.  I know God will see 

your sacrifice and will in some way reward you for your efforts this evening.   

 

Guidelines for our time together and apart: 

• This evening, we are setting aside time to simply be in God’s presence and seek Him in 

the midst of our busy schedules.  The exercises we will go through are meant to be walked 

through slowly and thoughtfully – DON’T RUSH.  Breathe deeply often and work to still 

your mind and focus upon God. 

• If you need to go to the bathroom, get a drink at any point, get some coffee (Keurig is 

running out front), please feel to do so but do so quietly as to not disturb others in their 

time with God.   

• Please keep side discussions to a minimum even as we join together corporately.  Our 

focus this evening is purely on God and not each other.   

• You are welcome to put some worship music on in your private time if that helps you 

focus but please keep it soft so as to not to disturb others or override your own focus. 

• Lastly, I am so appreciative that you are willing to join me in prayer today.   

 

Find a Place 

Next, you will need to find a quiet place to worship and pray.  We have plenty of room for this 

but make the space you choose comfortable for you.  Here are some of the spaces you can use 

this evening: 

• Big sanctuary where several people 

can pull away in a corner 

• Youth Room 

• 2 Kidz Life rooms 

• Nursery 

• Barb’s office 

• My office 

• Foyer 

• Outside bench in the front 

• Picnic shelter 

• Swing set 

• Your car 

• Upstairs balcony 

• Kitchen (just bring in a comfy chair) 

 

Also, keep a clock nearby (or stopwatch or alarm) just to help you move through the timed 

segments that follow and so that you will know when to join back together with the group.  (I 

like to set a timer on my phone or an alarm on my phone to mark the end of each segment.) 

 

Scripture: I intentionally left room on the side of the scriptures for you to take notes.  Writing out 

notes is a huge way to stay focused and to keep awake. 

 



8:05-8:20/6:05–6:20 (15 min) — Opening & Centering 
Sit in silence before the Lord.  Center yourself and begin to focus upon Him.   

Slowly read and reflect on these verse – write any thoughts you have out on the side: 

 

 

o Psalm 46:10 – He say, “Be still and know 

that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 

 

 

 

 

o John 15:5 – I am the vine; you are the 

branches.  If you remain in me and I in 

you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 

Me you can do nothing. 

 

 

 

 

Now reflect on prayer with these focuses:  

o Surrender distractions (write out what is on your mind as a way of giving them to God). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Write out an invitation to the Holy Spirit to lead the next three hours of prayer 
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ADORATION (8:20-8:40 /6:20-6:40 - 20 minutes) 
Focus: Who God is — especially His heart for the nations and His glory among all peoples 

 

5 min — God’s Sovereignty Over the Nations 
• Psalm 22:27–28 

All the ends of the earth 

    will remember and turn to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations 

    will bow down before him, 
28 for dominion belongs to the Lord 

    and he rules over the nations. 

 

• Isaiah 40:15–17 

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 

    they are regarded as dust on the scales; 

    he weighs the islands as though they were fine 

dust. 
16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, 

    nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing; 

    they are regarded by him as worthless 

    and less than nothing. 

 

Reflect in Prayer: 

• God rules over every nation, culture, and leader 

 

 

 

 

• His mission cannot fail 

 

 

 

 

 
5 min — God’s Desire for All People 

 

 
• 1 Timothy 2:3– “This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all 

people to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth. 
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• 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, 

he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect in Pray: 

• Worship God as Savior of the world 

 

 

 

 

• Thank Him that His heart is global, not limited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 min — Christ’s Authority and Commission 

 

• Matthew 28:18–20 “Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I 

am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect in Pray: 

• Jesus has all authority 

 

 

 

• The mission is backed by heaven 
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5 min — The Worthiness of Christ 
• Revelation 5:9–12  “And they sang a new 

song, saying: 

‘You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign[a] on the earth.’ 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand. They 

encircled the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they 

were saying: 

‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!’” 

 

Reflect in Pray: 

• Jesus is worthy of worship from every tribe and tongue 

 

 

 

 

 

• Let this fuel passion for mission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8:40-8:50 / 6:40-6:50 - Join Back with the group 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev%205%3A9-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30791a


CONFESSION (8:50-9:20 / 6:50–7:20 — 30 minutes) 
Focus: Repentance for anything that hinders the Church’s witness 

 
10 min — Personal Sin That Silences Witness 

 
• Romans 12:1–2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers 

and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 

God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do 

not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

 

 

 

 

• Hebrews 12:1  “Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles. And let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing 

our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 

faith.” 

 

 

 

 

Confess: 

• Fear of sharing faith 

 

 

 

 

• Love of comfort over obedience 

 

 

 

 

 

• Compromise in holiness 
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10 min — Lack of Love for the Lost 

 
• Luke 15:1–7  “Now the tax collectors and 

sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” 
3 Then Jesus told them this 

parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave 

the ninety-nine in the open country and go 

after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And 

when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 

shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his 

friends and neighbors together and says, 

‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there 

will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.” 

 

• Jonah 3:10 – 4:2  “When God saw what they 

did and how they turned from their evil ways, 

he relented and did not bring on them the 

destruction he had threatened. 

 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and 

he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, 

“Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at 

home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing 

to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 

compassionate God, slow to anger and 

abounding in love, a God who relents from 

sending calamity. 

 

 

Confess: 

• Indifference toward unbelievers 

 

 

 

 

• Judgmental attitudes 
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5 min — Church-Level Failures 

 
• Revelation 2:4–5  “Yet I hold this against you: 

You have forsaken the love you had at 

first.5 Consider how far you have fallen! 

Repent and do the things you did at first. If you 

do not repent, I will come to you and remove 

your lampstand from its place.” 

 

 

Confess: 

• Losing first love 

 

 

• Focusing inward instead of outward 

 

 

• Programs over people 

 

 

 

5 min — Receive Grace 

 
• 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

• Psalm 103:10–12  “He does not treat us as our 

sins deserve 

    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far has he removed our transgressions from 

us. 

 

Rest in: 

• Forgiveness 

 

 

• Cleansing 

 

 

• Renewal for mission 
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9:20-9:30 / 7:20 – 7:30 – Join Back Together 
 

THANKSGIVING (9:30-10:05 / 7:30-8:05 — 35 min.) 
Focus: Gratitude for what God has already done in His mission 

 

10 min — The Gospel Itself 

 
• Romans 1:1616 For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of God that 

brings salvation to everyone who believes: first 

to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 

 

 

• Ephesians 2:8–98 For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 

 

 

 

Thank God: 

• For saving you and write out how you came to know Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For the power of the gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 min — The Spread of the Church 
 

• Acts 2:41–47  “Those who accepted his message 

were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day.   
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with 

awe at the many wonders and signs performed by 

the apostles. 44 All the believers were together 

and had everything in common. 45 They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who 

had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying 

the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

• Colossians 1:6  “In the same way, the gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 

world—just as it has been doing among you 

since the day you heard it and truly understood 

God’s grace.” 

 

 

Thank God: 

• The gospel is bearing fruit worldwide 

 

 

 

• The Church has endured for centuries 

 

 

 

 
10 min — People Who Shared Christ With You 

 
• 2 Timothy 1:55 I am reminded of your sincere 

faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 

and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, 

now lives in you also. 

 

 

Thank God: 

• For specific individuals who discipled or influenced you 
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5 min — Your Local Church 

 
• Philippians 1:3–5  “I thank my God every time I 

remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy 5 because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now…” 

 

 

 

Thank God: 

• For your church’s role in the mission 

 

 

 

 

 

• For opportunities to reach your community 

 

 

 

 

 

10:05-10:15 / 8:05-8:15 Meet Back Together 
 

SUPPLICATION (10:15-11:00 / 8:15-9:00 45 minutes) 
Focus: Asking God to advance His mission through you, your church, and the world 

 

10 min — Boldness in Witness 

 
Acts 4:29–31  “Now, Lord, consider their threats and 

enable your servants to speak your word with great 

boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform 

signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 

Jesus. 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 

was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 

 

 

Pray: 

• Courage to speak 

 

• Opportunities to share the gospel this week 

10 min — The Lost in Your Life 
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• Luke 19:10  “For the Son of Man came to seek and 

to save the lost.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray by name people in your life you want to see come to Jesus: 

• Family 

 

 

 

 

• Friends 

 

 

 

 

• Coworkers 

 

 

 

 
5 min — Your Local Community 

 
• Matthew 9:36–38  “When he saw the crowds, he 

had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The 

harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.38 Ask 

the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.” 

 

Pray: 

• For spiritual awakening in Valley City, Medina, Brunswick, Grafton, Strongville… 

 

 

 

 

• For laborers to be sent 

 

 

 

10 min — Your Church’s Mission 
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• Acts 13:2–3 “While they were worshiping the 

Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them.” 3 So after they had 

fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on 

them and sent them off.” 

 

Pray: 

• For leadership clarity and direction (How do we (the church) reach the lost?) 

 

 

 

 

• For evangelistic effectiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For unity in mission 

 

 

 

 

 
5 min — Global Missions 

 
Psalm 67May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make his face shine on us—[b] 
2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 

    your salvation among all nations. 
3 May the peoples praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 

    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 

    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14895b


 

• Revelation 7:9 After this I looked, and there 

before me was a great multitude that no one 

could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 

language, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 

were holding palm branches in their hands. 

 

 

 

Pray: 

• For unreached people groups 

 

 

• For missionaries 

 

 

• For closed countries 

 

 

 
5 min — Surrender & Sending 

 
Isaiah 6:8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray: 

• “Here am I, send me” 

 

 

 

• Offer your life fully to God’s mission 
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